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COMMAND UPDATES 

PARTNER NATION SUPPORT – In support of partner nations during the COVID-19 pandemic, JTF-Bravo has conducted operations 
that include the movement of more than 18,000 MREs, augmenting the Salvadoran military’s response efforts. Civil affairs teams are 
coordinating several dozen humanitarian assistance project nominations for items such as locally procured hygiene kits and personal 
protective equipment. Additionally, 1-228th Aviation Regiment supported Honduran firefighting efforts, ultimately stopping a brush fire 
that was encroaching on communications equipment vital to Soto Cano AB.   
 
REPATRIATION FLIGHTS – Since March, JTF-Bravo worked in partnership with U.S. Embassy Honduras to coordinate multiple 
space-available flights from Soto Cano AB return U.S. citizens who had been stuck in Honduras after the country closed its borders.    
 
READINESS EVENTS – This month, the Army Forces Battalion conducted a routine security exercise that simulated a perimeter 
breach. The task force also rehearsed how it would respond to a first COVID positive case, including a run-through of the evacuation 
plan. Bonus: check out this video of a seven-ship formation takeoff from Soto Cano AB to practice a noncombatant evacuation! 
 
HEADLINE NEWS 
 
US: NAVAL BUILDUP IN CARIBBEAN NOT AIMED AT OUSTING MADURO  
Adm. Craig Faller said in an interview that the recent decision to double anti-narcotics assets in Latin America was months in the 
making and not directly tied to Maduro’s indictment in New York on charges of leading a narcoterrorist conspiracy. 
(Washington Post | April 17, 2020) 
 
LOCKDOWNS LEAVE POOR LATIN AMERICANS WITH IMPOSSIBLE CHOICE: STAY HOME OR FEED FAMILIES  
Across Latin America and the Caribbean – where an estimated 113 million people live in low-income barrios, favelas or villas – families 
are struggling to adapt to coronavirus lockdowns or social isolation orders because of more immediate financial imperatives.  
(The Guardian | April 21, 2020) 
 
CUBA WILL SEND MEDICAL TEAM TO HONDURAS TO FIGHT THE CORONAVIRUS: HEALTH MINISTER  
Honduran Health Minister Alba Consuelo Flores said that a Cuban medical brigade would join local medics in the fight against the novel 
coronavirus. (Reuters | April 16, 2020) 
 

UPDATE: COVID-19 

 

 

Soto Cano AB remains at HPCON Charlie. All teammates are required to wear protective face 
coverings when in close proximity (including with multiple personnel in a vehicle) as well as in 
work areas. Additionally, make sure to properly clean work and living spaces. Last week, the 
Secretary of Defense issued updated guidance for travel restrictions through June 30, 2020. 
This guidance exempted Global Force Management deployments—J1 is currently working an 
orderly plan to move those who are included in this provision. Maj. Gen. Walrath hosted a 
roundtable discussion with members of Team Soto Cano. Click here for a readout of that 
discussion. If you or one of your teammates feel sick, do not go directly to the hospital—click 
here for instructions. The most current COVID-19 response information can be found here.   
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